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    J U P I T E R

D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E
    

   O
RBITING

L O N G L I S T E D  f o r  T h E  c a r n e g I e  m E d a L



A B O U T  T h E  B O o K

When Jack meets his new foster brother,
he already knows three things about him:

JOSEPH ALMOST KILLED A TeaCHer.
He WaS INCARCerATeD aT A PLaCE CaLLED STOnE MOUnTaIN.

He HaS A DaUGHTeR. HeR naMe IS JUPITer.  
aND He HaS neVER SeEN HeR.

What Jack doesn’t know, at first, is how desperate  
Joseph is to find his baby girl. Or how urgently he,  

Jack, will want to help. But the past can’t be shaken off.  
Even as new bonds form, old wounds reopen.  
The search for Jupiter demands more from Jack  

than he can imagine.
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D I S C U S S I O N  Q U e S T I O N S

In the opening chapter, Jack is warned by his parents and Mrs 
Stroud about Joseph. What impression do we get of Joseph before 
we meet him as a consequence of this opening scene? Do you think 
the warnings prepare Jack for the trust?

What is the significance of the cows in Orbiting Jupiter? Discuss the 
relationship between Joseph and the cows, and how the cows react 
to Joseph’s father.

When Joseph is confronted by Mr Haskell (the bus driver) on his first 
day at school, he decides to get off the bus. Jack decides to follow 
him. Discuss why Jack decides to do this. 

Discuss how the teachers treat Joseph when he first joins Eastham 
Middle School. Do all the teachers treat Joseph fairly?

Did you think it was fair when Mr Canton said, ‘Kids like Joseph 
aren’t always normal’?

Discuss the scene in which Joseph falls through the ice. How does 
Jack react to this incident? How does this scene change Jack and 
Joseph’s relationship?

Throughout Orbiting Jupiter, Joseph reads a book called Octavian 
Nothing. Research this book and discuss why you think it’s 
significant that Joseph reads it. 

‘Being responsible means being ready to do what you’re supposed 
to be doing, even if no one if watching.’ Do you agree with Mr 
Canton’s definition of responsibility? 



D I S C U S S I O N  Q U e S T I O N S
In chapter four, we learn what happened to Joseph and Maddie. 
How did you feel when you read this chapter? How do your 
sympathies change for Joseph in this chapter? 

In chapter five, Joseph becomes involved in a fight after gym class 
with three eighth graders. Was Jack right to intervene?

On Christmas Eve, Joseph attends a church service for the first time. 
Afterwards, he discusses the nativity story and the existence of 
angels with Reverend Ballou. Joseph questions whether bad things 
would happen if angels existed. Discuss this scene and the insight it 
gives us into Joseph’s character.

On Christmas Day, Jack’s parents offer to help Joseph find Jupiter. 
Do you think they are right to get involved?

Jack describes the moment his father approaches Joseph and places 
a hand on his back as a Christmas miracle. Can you suggest a 
reason why this gesture is seen as miraculous?

In chapter six, Joseph’s father is permitted to see Joseph. Discuss the 
way he treats Joseph.

Jack finds the librarian who is fostering Jupiter. The librarian says 
that Joseph ‘can’t love [Jupiter] just for himself.’ What do you think 
this means?

Discuss the ending of the book and how you felt when reading it.
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