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ELMER AND THE FLOOD
Rain or no rain, Elmer is going for a walk. After being cooped 
up in a cave with his herd, he longs for fresh air and peace and 
quiet. But peace and quiet is going to have to wait – the rain has 
flooded the jungle. Can brave Elmer work out a way to save a 
stranded young elephant?

ELMER: BIG BOOK
For over a quarter of a  
century readers have been  
joining Elmer the patchwork  
elephant on his exciting  
adventures. Now Elmer’s classic  
first story is available in this lovely  
big book edition. With its giant pages this book  
is great for reading aloud to large groups of children.

ELMER AND THE RAINBOW
A new sturdy board book edition of this 
classic Elmer story.  With its sturdy pages  

for little fingers, this gift is the perfect  
introduction to the world of Elmer. 

David McKee

MAR 2016  
9781783442171 
EBook available 

32pp  
275 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99

MAY 2016  
9781783444250 

32pp  
420 x 366mm  

PB  
£19.99

APR 2016  
9781783444243 

26pp  
200 x 175mm  

BB  
£6.99



PICTURE BOOKS

ELMER’S TOUCH AND  
FEEL WORLD
Explore Elmer’s rainbow-coloured  
touch-and-feel world, in this large  
first concept board book. Jam-packed 
with stimulating bold colours and textures 
to really engage little ones as they learn 
through play.

ELMER’S LITTLE LIBRARY
This chunky little library contains four board 
books - Colours, Numbers, Shapes and Actions. 
Little hands will love turning each sturdy page 
and meeting favourite friends from the world 
of Elmer the patchwork elephant.

DAVID McKEE is a legend in children’s books. Over a career spanning fifty years, he has 
created a host of favourite characters including Elmer the patchwork elephant, King Rollo and  
Mr Benn. Born in Devon, David now divides his time between London and the South of France.

www.elmer.co.uk

MAY 2016  
9781783443413 

10pp  
260 x 260mm  

BB  
£8.99

JAN 2016  
9781783443693 

10pp x 4  
90 x 90mm  

BB  
£4.99



PICTURE BOOKS

I WANT A BEDTIME STORY!
Every night the King tells the Little Princess a 
special tale to help her fall asleep. So when he’s 
away on royal business, and no one can tell a 
bedtime story like her dad, the Little Princess 
is NOT going to sleep. But then she discovers 
a place with more than enough stories … the 
palace library!

I WANT MY MUM!
The Little Princess wants her mum and no one 
else will do! Seeing past the tears and tantrums, 
the Queen helps the Little Princess learn that 
she doesn’t always need her. Now Mum just  
has to get used to that too!

A perfect celebration of mothers in time for 
mother’s day.

Tony Ross

TONY ROSS has illustrated over 1000 books, which are published all over the world. A TV 
adaptation of his much-loved Little Princess series is currently showing on Channel 5’s Milkshake. 

FEB 2016  
9781783443369 
EBook available 

32pp  
264 x 235mm  

HB  
£11.99

FEB 2016  
9781783440221 
EBook available 

32pp  
264 x 235mm  

PB  
£6.99

‘Hilarious and a godsend to parents’ 
GUARDIAN



PICTURE BOOKS

JEANNE WILLIS is one of the most successful children’s picture book authors in the UK. 
She has written many award-winning books including Who’s in the Loo? which won the Red 
House Children’s Book Award. Her books with Tony Ross have been shortlisted for the Kate 
Greenaway Medal and the Roald Dahl Funny Prize. 

SLUG NEEDS A HUG!
Slug’s mummy doesn’t hug him, so he decides to find a way 

to make himself more huggable. Kitten suggests he should 
be furrier, so he puts on a woolly hat, while Bird suggests 

he needs a beak. Soon Slug has a totally new look – will his 
mummy hug him now?

APR 2016  
9781783442096 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99

MAY 2016  
9781783442027 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

HB  
£11.99

LUCINDA BELINDA  
MELINDA McCOOL
A modern fable for the image-obsessed 
from legendary duo Jeanne Willis and 
Tony Ross. Lucinda is the most beautiful 
girl in school, but she can’t help giving 
everyone else beauty advice, from hiding 
big bottoms to getting rid of Granny’s 
moustache! But what happens when she 
meets a real beast?

Jeanne Willis   Tony Ross

‘A dream team of writer and illustrator’  
THE TIMES

‘Outrageous and 
hilarious’ DAILY MAIL



PICTURE BOOKS

Michelle Robinson   Rebecca Ashdown
ODD SOCKS
The epic adventure … that 
starts in a sock drawer! Suki 
and Sosh love going to work 
on their pair of feet and 
snuggling up in their drawer 
every night. But then woolly 
disaster strikes: Suki has a hole. 
Darn it!

This warm, woolly love story 
will capture your heart.

REBECCA ASHDOWN completed a Masters at Central Saint Martins then worked as a 
graphic and motion designer, filmmaker and freelance artist before returning to traditional image 
making and illustration. Her work combines a mix of drawing, printmaking and collage with digital 
techniques.   @FamilyOfBeasts

MICHELLE ROBINSON worked as a copywriter and wrote over 6000 radio adverts 
before moving on to writing for television and the internet. She soon got bored though, which is 
when she started writing funny stories for children and their parents to enjoy reading umpteen 
times. Her picture book There’s a Lion in My Cornflakes won the Sainsbury’s Children’s Book 
Award. She lives in Frome.   @MicheRobinson

JAN 2016  
9781783443376 
EBook available 

32pp  
260 x 250mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

Meg McLaren
LIFE IS MAGIC
Discover the magical debut from 
author-illustrator Meg McLaren. 

The hardest part of a magic 
show is picking the right assistant 
– especially when he’s a rabbit! 
Magician Monsieur Lapin needs 
a new assistant and Houdini the 
rabbit is perfect: he loves magic, 
looks after everyone and makes 
sure the show always goes on. 
What could go wrong? 

MEG McLAREN graduated from the prestigious MA in Children’s Book Illustration at the 
Cambridge School of Art in 2013, and has since returned to her native Scotland, to Inverness. She is 
an illustrator and printmaker, working mainly in screen print. Life is Magic is her debut picture book.  
@tinyrexwrecks

MAR 2016  
9781783443383 
EBook available 

40pp  
260 x 250mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

NARA AND  
THE ISLAND
When your home is so 
small it’s impossible to 
lose anything, sometimes 
you wish for a place 
where you can get lost. 
Come with Nara to the 
mysterious island where 
dreams can come true. 

This is the visually 
stunning debut from 
author-illustrator Dan 
Ungureanu.

Dan Ungureanu

DAN UNGUREANU is a recent graduate of Cambridge School of Art’s MA in Children’s Book 
Illustration. He was Highly Commended in the prestigious Macmillan Prize for Children’s Picture 
Book Illustration 2014 and he was awarded the Student Runner-Up prize at the V&A Illustration 
Awards in 2015, for a piece of artwork from Nara and the Island. This is his author-illustrator debut. 

MAY 2016  
9781783443420 
EBook available 

32pp  
260 x 250mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

THE HOLE STORY 
Hamish and Hermione Hole 
need to find a new home – but 
no one wants holes in their sock, 
boat, bike wheel or knickers! 
Exhausted, the pair rest in 
a piece of wood, only to be 
discovered by a carpenter who 
knows that holes can be really 
useful – especially when you are 
making a musical instrument. 
Discover the secret lives of holes 
in an unforgettable adventure, 
illustrated by award-winning 
artist Bruce Ingman.

Paul Bright   Bruce Ingman

BRUCE INGMAN taught at a number of art colleges and illustrated for magazines, including 
British Vogue and The Sunday Times before his first book, When Martha’s Away, was published to 
great critical acclaim. Since then he has created a number of highly distinctive and individual books 
including The Pencil, written by Allan Ahlberg, which won the Red House Children’s Book Award in 
2009.  @BruceIngman1

PAUL BRIGHT originally trained as an engineer – which is rather unusual for a children’s 
author. His work has taken him all over the world, and wherever he goes Paul has always 
written stories and poems, and many of them have been published. His picture book, Quiet!, was 
shortlisted for the Blue Peter Book Award. 

APR 2016  
9781783441938 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

Stephen Davies   Christopher Corr
ALL ABOARD FOR  
THE BOBO ROAD
All aboard for Bobo! Fatima 
and Galo load the luggage 
while their dad Big Ali drives 
the bus. Help count on bikes, 
sacks of rice, melons and even 
goats and chickens as the bus 
travels past Gurunsi houses, 
the hippo lake, waterfalls and 
jungle, all the way to Bobo. 
With the authentic setting 
in Burkina Faso drawn from 
the author’s own experience, 
this is a wonderfully fun 
introduction for small children 
to an amazing culture.

CHRISTOPHER CORR was born in London and studied at The Royal College of Art. His 
round the world travels provide much inspiration for his work. As well as his picture books, he has 
designed stamps for the Royal Mail, and created artwork for Qantas, London Transport. National 
Aids Trust and UNICEF.

STEPHEN DAVIES spent many years living amongst Fulani herders in Burkina Faso as a 
missionary. He has written for the Guardian and the Sunday Times and is the author of several 
picture books and novels.   @sahelsteve

9781849395311 9781849396783

Praise for  
Don’t Spill the Milk!:

‘A riot of colour and simple emotion’ 
SUNDAY TELEGRAPH

APR 2016  
9781783443390 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

WOLFIE THE BUNNY
Families of all kinds will delight in 
this tale of new babies, sibling rivalry, 
bravery, unconditional love … and 
veggies! The Bunny family has adopted 
a wolf son, and daughter Dot is the 
only one who realises Wolfie is going 
to eat them all up! Dot tries to get 
through to her parents, but they are 
too smitten to listen.

ZACHARIAH O HORA is an illustrator and author of a number of children’s books. His 
debut, Stop Snoring, Bernard!, received the Society of Illustrators Founder’s Award and was the 
Pennsylvania One Book, Every Young Child selection for 2012. He lives and works in Narberth, 
Pennsylvania.   @ZachariaOHora

AME DYCKMAN is the award-winning author of Boy + Bot and Tea Party Rules, and loves 
writing for children so she doesn’t have to grow up. She lives in New Jersey with her family, pets, 
and hair-bow collection.   @AmeDyckman

Ame Dyckman   Zachariah OHora

‘The text is pitch perfect, and the art  
is its match’ CHICAGO TRIBUNE

‘A great book for one-on-one sharing that’s 
also sure to be a story time hit’ SCHOOL 
LIBRARY JOURNAL, STARRED REVIEW

JAN 2016  
9781783443864 

32pp  
260 x 260mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

Birgitta Sif

BIRGITTA SIF was born in Reykjavik, Iceland, and studied art and design in the US, before 
moving to England to study illustration. Her first book, Oliver, was shortlisted for the Kate 
Greenaway Medal. She now lives in Sweden.   @birgittasif

WHERE MY FEET GO
Meet Little Panda. He’s ready 
for an adventure. Do his feet 
walk a normal walk down a 
normal street, or is there more 
out there than meets the eye? 
Maybe a tree branch can be 
a shaky bridge, a sandbox a 
desert or a bath an underwater 
adventure. Maybe little feet can 
go anywhere – there’s a whole 
world to explore!

FEB 2016  
9781783443635 

32pp  
230 x 230mm  

PB  
£6.99



PICTURE BOOKS

THE ADVENTURES  
OF BEEKLE: THE  
UNIMAGINARY FRIEND
Unforgettable 2015 Caldecott 
Medal winning tale about friendship, 
imagination, and the courage to find 
one’s place in the world. On one 
very special day an imaginary friend 
is born on an island far away. Here 
the imaginary friends are hoping to 
be picked by a real child. But this 
particular imaginary friend waits and 
waits, and still no child imagines him. 
So he does the unimaginable – he  
sets off into the real world. 

Dan Santat 

DAN SANTAT is a New York Times best-selling author and illustrator. His picture book, The 
Adventures of Beekle: The Unimaginary Friend, won the 2015 Caldecott Medal for distinguished 
illustration. He also wrote The Guild of Geniuses and created Disney’s animated series, The 
Replacements. He lives in California.   @dsantat

‘A sweet, mind-bending gumdrop  
of a tale’ NEW YORK TIMES

‘Bursting at the seams with charm’ 
HUFFINGTON POST

PB  
£6.99

FEB 2016  
9781783443840 

40pp  
280 x 216mm  

HB  
£11.99



PICTURE BOOKS

TUFTY
Tufty the duckling lives on the palace lake 
with his family, but when the ducks fly south 
for the winter, he gets left behind. Lost and 
alone, Tufty doesn’t know what to do, until an 
unlikely new friend helps him to find his place 
in the world. A heart-warming tale for every 
child who loves feeding the ducks.

THE LITTLE BOOKSHOP  
AND THE ORIGAMI ARMY!
When the Mayor decides to knock down Joey’s favourite 
bookshop to build a big superstore, Joey calls upon his friend 
Origami Girl to help. Origami Girl creates an army out of the 
legendary characters from famous children’s books in order 
to stop the mayor and the builders before it is too late!

A poignant and timely tale about the irreplaceable  
magic of bookshops and books from the  
award-winning Michael Foreman.

Michael Foreman

MICHAEL FOREMAN is one of Britain’s best-known and internationally acclaimed 
creators of children’s books. He has won the Kate Greenaway Medal twice, and has been 
illustrating for children for over 50 years. A major exhibition of his work is on show at Seven 
Stories in Newcastle until June 2016.

MAR 2016  
9781783441983 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

HB  
£11.99

JUN 2016  
9781783442089 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99



PICTURE BOOKS

MR NODD’S ARK
Mr Nodd is the world’s most enthusiastic 
carpenter. But when he builds a huge boat in 
his garden, Mr Nodd has finally gone too far. 
What use is a giant boat, marooned in the 
garden? Then the weather forecast gives him 
his answer: serious floods are coming. Come 
with the whole Nodd family on an adventure 
to discover the perfect use for Mr Nodd’s ark.

THE  YOUNG PERFORMING HORSE
Discover the beginnings of the pantomime horse. Twins Vicky and 
Bertie buy a horse at an auction, but this is no ordinary horse, this 
is a Young Performing Horse. He learns his sums at school with 
them and even performs alongside them in London when they set 
off to make their fortune on the stage. 

Quentin Blake

QUENTIN BLAKE is one of Britain’s best-loved artists, and his illustrations are some of the 
most recognisable in the world. In 1999 he was appointed the first ever Children’s Laureate, and 
in 2013 he received a knighthood for ‘services to illustration’.

JAN 2016  
9781783443741 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 215mm  

PB  
£6.99

JUN 2016  
9781783443758 
EBook available 

40pp  
280 x 215mm  

PB  
£6.99



PICTURE BOOKS

MELRIC AND THE DRAGON
The royal army is getting too much cake 
and not enough exercise! So when the 
king hears that dragons have been spotted 
in his kingdom, he decides that a bit of 
hunting is just the thing to get his soldiers 
fit again. But not all dragons are fierce 
and mean. Luckily Melric comes up with a 
clever plan to help the kindly beast.   

Posy Simmonds

David McKee 

LULU AND THE  
CHOCOLATE WEDDING
Lulu is going to be a bridesmaid, but the  
night before the wedding she eats too much 
chocolate and is very poorly. Lulu has a nap 
to feel better, but before long she is woken 
up by someone crying. Join Lulu on her very 
chocolatey escapades as she tries to rescue 
the wedding cake’s sugar bride from some 
mice who have a very sweet tooth. 

‘David McKee is a genius.’ THE TIMES

MAY 2016  
9781783442102 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99

MAY 2016  
9781783444076 
EBook available 

32pp  
247 x 213mm  

PB  
£6.99



PICTURE BOOKS

GO TO SLEEP , MONTY!
Doesn’t every child want a pet? A friend  
to play with, share things with and care 
for?  Max gets the dog of his dreams, but 
soon realises that looking after a puppy 
isn’t as easy as it looks! How on earth will 
he persuade Monty to go to sleep like a 
good dog?

A very funny look at the trials and 
tribulations of owning a boisterous puppy.

SPOTTY LOTTIE AND ME
Joey has chicken pox and has to stay at home. 
But being ill is boring. His mother tells him he 
can play with a friend, but only a spotty friend, 
as he is infectious, so he sets off to find one. 
Will Joey find  anyone  
to play with who  
isn’t scared of his  
spots?

Richard Byrne

Kim Geyer 

MAR 2016  
9781783442065 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99

JUN 2016  
9781783442072 
EBook available 

32pp  
280 x 240mm  

PB  
£6.99



FICTION

BILAL’S BRILLIANT BEE
Bilal is terrified of The Test. Every week, he can’t 
answer any of the questions!

But then Bumble the bee comes along to help, 
and he can answer any question you ask, even 
the really tricky ones. Bilal’s granny suggests they 
go on the wildly popular TV quiz show, What’s 
What? Win the Lot!

But what will happen if Bilal and Bumble do win  
the lot…?

Michael Rosen   Illustrated throughout by Tony Ross

9781849395274 97817834426909781849394062 9781849395281

Praise for Don’t Forget Tiggs!:
‘Delightful family story. The humour is just right ...  
perfectly enhanced by Tony Ross’ comic illustrations’ 
MARILYN BROCKLEHURST, THE BOOKSELLER

‘Funny, satisfying story for emerging readers’ 
LOVEREADING

Praise for Choosing Crumble:
‘Perfect for newly independent readers’  
THE SCHOOL LIBRARIAN

MICHAEL ROSEN is one of Britain’s foremost children’s poets and writers. He was the 
Children’s Laureate 2007-2009, and has won the Eleanor Farjeon Award for services to children’s 
literature.   @MichaelRosenYes

APR 2016  
9781783443956 

96pp  
198 x 129mm 

PB  6+ 
£5.99



FICTION

JAN 2016  
9781783443291

64pp  
198 x 129mm  

PB  7+
£4.99

THE DRAGONSITTER TO THE RESCUE
Dear Uncle Morton
I have to tell you some bad news. We have lost Arthur. 
He’s somewhere in London, but I don’t know where.

Eddie takes the dragons with him on his half-term 
trip to London, but it’s not long before disaster 
strikes and both dragons go missing. From the 
Natural History Museum to the London Eye, through 
tube stations, hotels and London Zoo, Eddie chases 
his dragons, hoping to avert disaster. But there’s no 
smoke without a fire…

Josh Lacey   Illustrated throughout by Garry Parsons

Praise for The Dragonsitter series:
‘A witty and perfectly formed little book that deserves  
to be read and reread’ BOOKS FOR KEEPS

‘Short, sharp and funny’ TELEGRAPH

JOSH LACEY is the author of many books for children including The Island of Thieves and  
the Grk series. His first book for children, A Dog Called Grk, was shortlisted for the Branford 
Boase Award.   @JoshLacey123

9781849394192 9781849397698 97817834404509781849395717 9781783442294

GARRY PARSONS’ illustrations have captured the imaginations of children all over the UK. He 
has recently worked with Stephen and Lucy Hawking, Jeanne Willis, and author duo Dougie Poynter 
and Tom Fletcher to create the bestselling Dinosaur that Pooped series.   @ICanDrawDinos



FICTION

THE BOLDS TO THE RESCUE 
More wildly funny animal madness from dream team 
Julian Clary and David Roberts!

The Bolds are a family of hyenas living as humans in 
a suburban house. And now their kindness to animal 
waifs and strays has become legendary, and more and 
more animals keep turning up to stay! Roger the sheep 
flocks to their house, Fifi the poodle turns up to learn 
some new tricks, and Sheila the crocodile wants to stay 
for a while.

But when the Bolds take in a couple of racehorses on 
the run, they worry their animal magnetism is getting to 
be too much. Have these hyenas bitten off more than 
they can chew?

Julian Clary   Illustrated throughout by David Roberts

JULIAN CLARY is a comedian, entertainer and novelist, who has toured across the world 
with his one-man shows. He has appeared on numerous popular TV shows including Celebrity Big 
Brother (which he won), Strictly Come Dancing, QI and Have I Got News For You. He has also starred 
in West End productions and appears in panto most years. He lives in Kent with his partner, dogs 
and several chickens.   @JulianClary

DAVID ROBERTS worked as a milliner before turning his talents to illustrating children’s 
books. He has gone on to work with some of the world’s finest children’s authors including Julia 
Donaldson and Jacqueline Wilson, and has earned great acclaim for his distinctive style. 

Praise for The Bolds: 
‘Funny and clever with a good dose of  

yucky humour. David Roberts’ illustrations  
are an absolute delight’ THE BOOKSELLER

‘Joyful’ TELEGRAPH

‘This lovely book will have kids rolling on the floor with mirth’ FAY WELDON

‘We loved the silliness throughout. Heaps of fun’ HEAT
9781783443055

www.theboldsbooks.co.uk

MAR 2016  
9781783443802 
EBook available 

288pp  
198 x 129mm 

PB  7+
£6.99



FICTION

MAY 2016  
9781783444007

176pp  
198 x 129mm  

PB  8+
£6.99

SPANGLES MCNASTY  
AND THE FISH OF GOLD
Welcome to Bitterly Bay, home of 
Spangles McNasty and a host of weird 
and wonderful characters. Spangles is 
convinced that he can get rich quick 
by stealing goldfish – after all, aren’t 
they made of solid gold? Together 
with his friend Sausage-face Pete, he 
decides to find the great Fish of Gold. 

Only young Freddie Taylor can stop 
Spangles’ dastardly plan, in a tale full of 
time-travelling Jet Skis, madcap chases 
and haunted custard. 

Steve Webb   Illustrated throughout by Chris Mould

CHRIS MOULD is an award-winning illustrator. His work includes picture books and fiction, 
animation and satirical cartoons for national newspapers. He lives in Yorkshire with his wife and 
has two grown-up daughters.   @chrismouldink

STEVE WEBB was born in Newcastle, and studied at Bristol Art College. He is also the author 
of the successful Tanka Tanka Skunk. He currently lives in the Peak District with his three children.

PERFECT FOR FANS OF MR GUM!



FICTION

SCENES FROM THE EPIC LIFE  
OF A TOTAL GENIUS
With inside illustrations by Simon Kwan 
Cover illustration by Thomas Flintham

It’s a new year for Arthur Bean which 
means new goals. He plans to have his own 
column in the school newspaper, save the 
environment and write and direct an award-
winning zombie film. All the while, he is going 
to be totally hilarious and devastatingly cool 
(in a geeky way). But sometimes Arthur’s 
ambitions go a little too far…

Arthur’s genius and potentially brilliant 
thoughts and schemes are brought to life 
through emails, notes, doodles and texts in 
this laugh-out-loud story, perfect for fans of 
Tom Gates and Wimpy Kid.

Stacey Matson

STACEY MATSON began her career in theatre, writing pieces for museums. She’s had lots  
of jobs, including belly dancer, forklift driver, children’s party entertainer and Christmas tree seller.  
She loves travel, skiing and playing the ukulele. She lives in Vancouver.   @staxie

‘Highly entertaining, funny and poignant’ LOVEREADING,  
DEBUT OF THE MONTH

‘Brings to mind Jeff Kinney’s hilarious Wimpy Kid’ VANCOUVER SUN

‘Fresh and funny’ BOOKS FOR EVERYBODY
9781783443017

JUN 2016  
9781783444380 

272pp  
198 x 129mm  

PB  10+
£6.99



FICTION

ALONE 
The trip of a lifetime turns to horror 
when the small plane that thirteen-year-
old Sam is travelling home in crash-lands 
in the Amazon rainforest. Alone and 
terrified, Sam begins to realise that his 
father is missing and no one is coming 
to his rescue. He has to dig deep to find 
the resolve and resourcefulness he never 
knew he had in order to survive. 

Desperate and close to giving up, Sam’s 
spirits are lifted by the arrival of a giant 
otter pup whose companionship and 
loyalty give Sam the strength he needs  
to keep going. 

But when disaster strikes again, Sam  
has to face the hardest decision of his 
life. Can Sam save his friend and make  
it out of the jungle alive?

D. J. Brazier

D. J. BRAZIER has spent half his life abroad, as a child of parents in the RAF, and travelling 
as a young man throughout the Middle East. He now lives aboard a houseboat moored in 
Derbyshire from where he runs his own company, and spends the majority of his time writing.
@authorboatman

MAY 2016  
9781783444038  
EBook available 

272pp  
198 x 129mm 

PB  12+
£7.99



FICTION

FEB 2016  
9781783443796  
EBook available 

288pp
198 x 129mm  

PB  12+
£7.99

MOVERS
A thrilling and original new series  
perfect for fans of  The Hunger Games  
and The Maze Runner. 

Movers are connected to people in the 
future, their Shadows. And moving your 
Shadow into the overcrowded present  
day is illegal.

Patrick knows all too well what happens  
if you break the law: his father has been  
in the Shelves ever since he moved his 
Shadow. And now Patrick and his family  
are in danger again.

Following a catastrophic event at his 
school, Patrick must go on the run. 
Through filthy, teeming markets, 
forebrawler matches, a labyrinth of 
underground tunnels and beyond, he’ll 
need all his courage to escape the forces 
that want to take everything he loves.

Meaghan McIsaac

MEAGHAN McISAAC grew up in Canada. A sci-fi and fantasy nerd, she packed up all her 
movies and books, and shipped off to the UK to complete an MA in Writing for Children. Meaghan 
returned to Canada to work at a series of publishing houses, magazines and gossip rags whilst 
working on her first novel.   @MeaghanMcIsaac



FICTION

APR 2016  
9781783443772  
EBook available 

288pp
198 x 129mm  

PB  12+
£7.99

WHY I WENT BACK
Aidan needs his bike to deliver all the mail 
his postman dad’s been hoarding since 
his mum was sectioned. But his bike’s just 
been stolen.

In the early morning, Aidan chases after 
the thieves, hellbent on getting it back. 
When he reaches the abandoned factory 
where they’ve stashed his bike, he has 
moments to grab it and escape. 

But he finds more than just stolen goods. 
There’s a mysterious prisoner chained to 
the floor and he needs Aidan’s help.
This is the story of why Aidan goes back.

Recalling Alan Garner and Susan Cooper, 
Why I Went Back is a dark tale of magic, 
myth and undelivered mail.

James Clammer

JAMES CLAMMER was born in Bristol and grew up in East Anglia. He has worked at many 
kinds of job and travelled in Central America and Asia. He now lives in Sussex, where he writes 
in a shed at the bottom of a cliff.
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THE CROSSOVER
‘With a bolt of lightning on my kicks…
The court is SIZZLING.
My sweat is DRIZZLING.
Stop all that quivering.
Cuz tonight I’m delivering’

Twelve-year-old Josh and his twin Jordan 
have basketball in their blood. They’re kings 
of the court, star players for their school  
team. Their father used to be a champion 
player and they’re each desperate to  
follow in his footsteps.

Both on and off the court, there is conflict 
and hardship which will test Josh’s bond  
with his brother. In this heartfelt verse novel, 
the boys find that it’s not all about winning.

Winner of the Newbery Medal.

Kwame Alexander

KWAME ALEXANDER is a poet, children’s author, playwright and performer. He conducts 
creative writing workshops in schools, often reaching more than five hundred students monthly.  
He lives with his wife and two daughters in the Washington D.C. area.   @kwamealexander

‘Alexander deftly reveals the power of verse to pack an emotional punch’ KIRKUS, STARRED REVIEW

‘Alexander has crafted a story that vibrates with energy and heat and begs to be read aloud.  
A slam dunk’ SCHOOL LIBRARY JOURNAL, STARRED REVIEW

‘The poems dodge and weave from moments of swagger-worthy triumph to profound pain’  
PUBLISHERS WEEKLY, STARRED REVIEW
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ORBITING JUPITER
A heartbreaking story, narrated by  
twelve-year-old Jack, whose family is  
caring for fourteen-year-old Joseph. 

Joseph is misunderstood. He was 
incarcerated for trying to kill a teacher.  
Or so the rumours say. But Jack and his 
family see something others in town  
don’t want to.

What’s more, Joseph has a daughter  
he’s never seen. The two boys go on a 
journey through the bitter Maine winter 
to help Joseph find his baby – no matter 
the cost.

Gary D. Schmidt

‘Schmidt writes with an elegant simplicity in this paean to the power of love’  
KIRKUS, STARRED REVIEW

‘In his welcome style of brief beautiful breaths, Schmidt has crafted another moving story’ 
BOOKBUG

‘Gary has done it again … a finely crafted book, honest, and above all a story  
about goodness as well as evil’ KIDS INK

GARY D. SCHMIDT is an American children’s writer of nonfiction books and young adult 
novels, including two Newbery Honor books and one Printz Honor award. He lives on a farm 
in Michigan and has six children. He is a Professor of English at Calvin College.
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GOODBYE STRANGER
Bridge has always been a bit of an oddball, 
but since she recovered from a serious 
accident, she’s found fitting in with her 
friends difficult. It’s getting harder to keep 
their promise of no fights, especially when 
they start keeping secrets from each other.

Sherm wants to get to know Bridge better. 
But he’s also hiding a secret. 

And then there is another girl, who is 
struggling with an even more serious 
friendship problem…

Told from interlinked points of view, this 
is a bittersweet story about the trials of 
friendship and growing up.

Rebecca Stead

REBECCA STEAD is the winner of the prestigious Newbery Medal and the Guardian 
Children’s Fiction Prize, and has been shortlisted for the Carnegie Medal, the Waterstones 
Children’s Book Prize and the UKLA Book Award. She grew up in New York City where she 
lives today with her husband and two sons. Goodbye Stranger is her fourth book.   @rebstead

‘A glorious celebration of love, friendship and betrayal that 
draws on the increasingly difficult problem of retaining one’s 
own identity in a time of obsessive social media’ DAILY MAIL

97818493954279781849392129
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THE RELUCTANT JOURNAL OF  
HENRY K. LARSEN
Henry used to have a normal life. Now Henry has moved 
with his dad to a new city, where nobody knows their 
name. He lives on takeaway pizza, whilst hiding from the 
neighbours and avoiding the bullies at school. But then 
he meets Farley and Alberta, social misfits who refuse to 
let him be alone. And bit by bit, the past begins to come 
out. Heartbreaking, surprising and laugh-out-loud funny, 
The Reluctant Journal of Henry K Larsen is about the things 
that remain after your life has fallen to pieces.

Winner of the Governor General’s Literary Award.

Susin Nielsen

SUSIN NIELSEN has written for Canadian TV and has received critical acclaim for her young 
adult novels. In 2012 she won the prestigious Governor General’s Literary Award. She lives in 
Vancouver with her family and two extremely destructive cats.   @susinnielsen

‘Both disarming and endearing’ KIRKUS

‘Nielsen’s balance of humour and pathos is finely honed’ BOOKLIST

‘I defy you not to fall in love with this book’ PHIL EARLE

‘One to make you laugh, cry and read in one sitting’ THE BOOKSELLER

‘Snappy and witty. A really fine YA novel’ TELEGRAPH BOOKS

WE ARE ALL MADE OF MOLECULES
Hysterically funny, tender and offbeat, We Are All Made of 

Molecules follows one very mixed-up family.
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THE SERPENT KING 
A dark, southern gothic novel about 
small-town dreams, love and grief.

Dill’s father is in jail for an unspeakable 
crime. Shunned by the neighbours in 
their small religious Tennessee town, 
Dill and his mother try to make ends 
meet.

Dill’s only respite from poverty and 
prejudice are his two friends: Travis 
and Lydia. Travis is an oddball, finding 
sanctuary from his violent father in his 
obsession with an epic fantasy saga. 
Lydia is fast-talking and fiercely creative. 
Dill fears his heart will break when she 
escapes to a better life in New York.

But there’s a dark secret at the heart 
of Dill’s family, a serpent poisoning his 
blood. Dill must confront this legacy 
of madness before it drives him to 
despair.

Jeff Zentner

JEFF ZENTNER was a singer-songwriter and guitarist who released five albums and appeared 
on recordings with Iggy Pop, Nick Cave and Debbie Harry. He is now a state appellate attorney 
and lives in Nashville with his wife and son. He wrote the first draft of The Serpent King in a month, 
writing on his mobile phone on his commute and at night, weekends and lunchtimes between 
court cases.   @jeffzentner
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